
 

CITY OF NORTH ADAMS, MASSACHUSETTS 

NORTH ADAMS AIRPORT COMMISSION 

  
MEETING MINUTES 

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 15, 2023 AT 6:30 PM 

AIRPORT ADMINISTRATION BUILDING CONFERENCE ROOM AND VIA ZOOM 

 

COMMISSIONERS PRESENT: Dean Bullett, Dan Caplinger, William Diamond and Marc Morandi 

OTHERS PRESENT: Bruce Goff (Interim Airport Manager), Mike Milazzo, and John Werner 

OTHERS PRESENT VIRTUALLY:  Brian Doyle, Trevor Gilman, Jack Guerino (iBerkshires), Sue 

Mead, Carl Villanueva, and Stuart Yorke 

CALL TO ORDER 

6:33 p.m. 

CHAIR STATEMENT FOR VIRTUAL PUBLIC HEARING 

Commissioner Dan Caplinger read the following statement: Pursuant to Chapter 20 of the Acts of 2021, 

this meeting will be conducted in part via remote means. Members of the public who wish to access the 

meeting may do so in the following manner: via recorded teleconference at: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83777538379?pwd=aHBPZU9lcjNxeXp1TENha3Z6Qk9Mdz09, Passcode: 

128454, see specific call instructions located at the end of the meeting notice. Every effort will be made to 

ensure that the public can adequately access the proceedings in real time, via technological means. In the 

event that we are unable to do so, for reasons of economic hardship and despite best efforts, we will post 

on the City of North Adams website an audio or video recording, transcript, or other comprehensive 

record of proceedings as soon as possible after the meeting. 
 
OPEN FORUM 

Commissioner Dan Caplinger invited the public to make comments during open forum, but no member of 

the public requested to speak. 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

Upon motion duly made and seconded, it was unanimously voted to approve the minutes of the regular 

meeting of January 21, 2023 as presented. 

INTERVIEW OF AIRPORT MANAGER FINALIST BRUCE GOFF AND VOTE 

Commissioner Bullett reported that there had been two applicants for the Airport Manager position, but 

one application was withdrawn.  He and Commissioner Diamond, who had interviewed the candidates, 

agreed that the remaining candidate, Bruce Goff, should be recommended to the Commission for the 

position.  Commissioner Caplinger invited Mr. Goff to make an opening statement.  After his statement, 

the commissioners then had a chance to interview Mr. Goff and ask him questions.  Mr. Goff talked about 

the various tasks that have come up since becoming Interim Airport Manager, the support he's received 

from the City and airport users, and that he enjoys the job. 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83777538379?pwd=aHBPZU9lcjNxeXp1TENha3Z6Qk9Mdz09


Upon motion duly made and seconded, it was unanimously voted to hire Bruce Goff as the Airport 

Manager, and to authorize representatives of the Commission, if necessary, to negotiate with him to 

finalize the terms of his employment. 

PROJECT UPDATES (STANTEC) 

Peter Enzien was unable to attend the meeting, but provided the Commission with a written report.  The 

report noted that David J. Tierney, Jr., Inc. is in the process of pricing additional materials for the 

Northeast Hangar project.  A meeting with the FAA and MassDOT to determine available funding 

sources for the additional work will happen after the quotes are received.  The bi-fold door is being 

ordered, and a better defined schedule to finish construction is being determined.  Amenitek is still in the 

process of quoting the additional maglock for the administration building’s airside interior doors, and 

integrating the locks with the fire alarm control system.  Price quotes are being solicited under statewide 

contract FAC 116 for a new John Deere tractor and rear-mounted finish mower.  The equipment will be 

funded under a MassDOT ASMP 80% grant with 20% funded by the City. 

DISCUSSION/VOTE TO APPROVE INVOICE 37024 TO JSSJR ENTERPRISES 

Commissioner Morandi noted that the nearly $5,000 Village Truck invoice to right the overturned 

airplane when its tie-downs failed was not a usual expense, so he requested that it be brought before the 

entire Commission.  The commissioners discussed the incident and invoice, and Commissioner Diamond 

made a motion to pay the invoice.  The motion failed as it was not seconded, so the discussion continued 

on how the invoice should be handled.  Before a decision is made about the invoice, the Commission 

would like Bruce to gather more information from the City, including providing the Commission with a 

copy of the lease, determining whether the owner is current on lease payments, and finding out whether 

the City provided any assurances that the bill would be paid. 

AIRPORT MANAGER/CITY ADMINISTRATOR UPDATES 

Bruce Goff provided a detailed report of activities at the airport since the last meeting.  Bruce noted that a 

credit card machine will be arriving to be able to process fees at the airport.  He also noted that there is 

interest in renting the administration building’s conference room and office space.  Bruce also mentioned 

that individuals are purchasing AvGas to fill containers.  The Commission suggested that he check with 

MassDOT to determine the airport’s responsibility in determining whether the AvGas is being purchased 

for non-aviation use.  Bruce said he’s getting many airport ID’s processed.  He has found several airport 

lights are not working, including the white light on the rotating beacon, and he is working with the City to 

get them fixed.  Bruce also received a call from a new resident who is looking for hangar space. 

With Kathy Eade unable to attend the meeting, Commissioner Caplinger brought up her question of the 

existence of a $50 annual airport user fee for users whose airplanes are not directly under a lease with the 

City for hangar space or a tie-down.  The Commission’s discussion revealed that users who are subletting 

space at the airport are regularly invoiced by the City for an annual $50 airport user fee, and have been for 

a number of years. 

Commissioner Caplinger noted that his term on the Commission expires on February 28th, and invited 

anyone interested in joining the Airport Commission to reach out to Mayor Macksey. 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

Upon motion duly made and seconded, at 8:06 p.m. it was unanimously voted via roll call vote to enter 

executive session to conduct a strategy session in preparation for negotiations with nonunion personnel, 

the Airport Manager, under M.G.L. Ch. 30A, Sec. 21(a)(2) with no intent to return to open session. 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Marc Morandi 

Secretary, Airport Commission 


